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Tsugazakura

“Tsugazakura” is a famous ground flower in Besshi that looks like very small “sakura”.
Besshi’ s “tsugazakura” grows at around 1300m above sea level. That is a lower elevation because
normal “tsugazakura” grows at around 2600m above sea level. Recently, Besshi’ s “tsugazakura”
became a natural treasure of Japan because it’ s very rare for them to grow in such a low area. I a
m proud of that as a Besshi Junior High School student.
By the way, there is also another plant that is similar to “tsugazakura.” It is called “akamon

o.” The plant has a similar look but the leaves are different. “Akamono” has large, thin leaves
but “tsugazakura” has thick leaves that look like sticks.
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Thank you very much for reading our articles. We hope you have become more interested in Bessh
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Yamato Mabu
"Yamato Mabu” is especially one of the oldest tunnels in Old Besshi area.

Its height is almost the same as men’ s.
So people felt very tight when working inside. But it was an important tunnel.

That’ s because it was one of the highest mining tunnels in Japan.
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Douzan—goe

“"Douzan—-goe” is one of the famous paths in 0ld Besshi area.
"Nakamochi” workers carried coppers through the path.

It usually took 2 days.

They walked the path all year around, even in the winter snow.

So, some carriers collapsed on the path.

On cold days,
peldeatiat

the temperature could be down minus 10 degrees Celsius.
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Daiichi—-Tsuu—Dou
I’ m going to tell you about “Daiichi-Tsuu-Dou.”
“Daiichi-Tsuu-Dou” 1is a 1000m tunnel in Old Besshi area.
It was built with conveyable materials so that the construction could become easier.
And, it could help 0ld Besshi modernized.
“Chiku—-den—-sha” , which was powered by electricity, was runninig at that time.

The railway had connected 0ld Besshi to Niihama city until “Dai-San-Tsuu-Dou” was bui
1t.

Now,

it is used as a warehouse.
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Daiichi-Tsuu—Dou Daisan—-Tsuu—Dou
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Diamond-sui
This is “Diamond-sui” natural spring.

Let me tell you why it is called “Diamond-sui” . When pit workers were looking for a copper ore, w
ater spurt out from the ground. Also, the drilling machine’ s tip was covered with diamonds. So, th
e water has been called “Diamond-sui.”

The water is drinkable because no coppers or metals were found in it. Sometimes, the water doesn’ t
come out. That’ s because the hydraulic pressure is always random. If the water pressure isn’ t str
ong, the water can’ t flow into our cups. Today, the water pressure was kind of strong.
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Kankikou & Kantoukou

I’ 11 tell you about “Kankikou” and “Kantoukou” tunnels.

They are famous copper mining tunnels in Besshi.

On the left is “Kankikou” and on the right is “Kantoukou.”

Many vears ago, a copper deposit was found at “Kankikou” area.

Miners were so glad that they called the tunnel “Kankikou” after “Kanki” which mean

s gladness.
“Kantoukou” 1is on the east side of “Kankikou,” so it was named “Kantoukou” after
“Tou” which means “east” .
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Dairoutou
“Dairotou” 1is a rocky outcrop in which copper veins appear on the Earth’ s surface.
It’ s said that Dairoutou is especially big.
There are ferns called “Hebinonegoza” growing on the rocky outcrop.
Yamaguchi Seishi, a haiku poet, made the following haiku.
“On dairoutou (KE&UH
Where it is red % [H] < TEZIX
No snow” EHET)
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Shougakkou ato
I’ m going to tell you about Shougakou ato, the site of the original Besshi elementary

school.
It was built in 1875 and has changed its places three times.
First, it was in Mettamachi area. Then, it was moved to Koashitani ar
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Geki jouato
I’ m going to tell you about Gekijouato.

“Gekijou” means a “playhouse” or a “movie theater’ .

Besshi’ s Gekijou was made by Sumitomo Corporation Civil Engineering Division.

It was originally used as a warehouse.

But it was used as a theater when Sumitomo Corporation celebrated Besshi’ s 200th yea
r’ s anniversary.
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